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Whether they will admit it or not, all evangelical
Christians are either Calvinists or Arminians.
What is the difference? Which are you? Why?



Instructions for this course
(detailed instructions in Appendix One)

All the reading material for this course in included in this study guide.

Before starting the first lesson, please read the Gospel of John completely.

Before each lesson: pray for God to give a teachable heart and understand-
ing.

Begin the lesson by reading the text at the beginning of the lesson.
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Answer the questions for the lesson in this study guide.
Use the required answer sheet format, putting your name and course
information on each sheet (sample after the Table of Contents).
Use any standard note paper (or the answer booklets if provided).
Try to be as clear and concise as possible.
Please do not rush! Meditate on what God wants you to learn.
Don’t go to the next question until completing the current one.

If, and only if, you are taking the course as correspondence study
(with written feedback from others):
After completing the entire course, Lessons 1 to 7, send the completed an-
swer sheets to your course coordinator.
Only mail your answer sheets, not other materials.
All sent answers are handled confidentially.
Label the envelope’s lower left with: student, course, and lesson numbers
(unless prohibited by authorities).
Four months are allotted for course completion. Extensions may be
granted upon request.
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Your answer sheets are returned to you after review.
Keep all materials and returned answers together for future reference.
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The Doctrines of Grace in the Gospel of John
Course DGJ

This Study Guide includes the text from The Doctrines of Grace in the Gos-
pel of John.

Please answer the questions from the information given in the reading text.
Each section in the text corresponds to a lesson you are doing. For example, the
information you need to answer the questions from Lesson 1 is found in Lesson
1, just before the study questions. Before you begin the questions, be sure and
read all the text for the lesson you are taking.

Please read slowly enough so you understand what you read. It is also al-
ways good to pray before each lesson, asking the LORD for wisdom to apply what
you learn to your life—and to enable you to love Him with all your heart, soul,
mind, and strength...for this is the first commandment (Mark 12:30).

Response questions are intended to support a basic understanding of what
the Bible says about biblical repentance. These questions are required as the
core part of the study.

Making It Personal questions bring the Biblical principles into practical
application. The goal here is change in your own life toward the character of
Christ as revealed in the Scriptures. There are no right or wrong answers; we
are looking only for your honesty with yourself in personal commitments.

Lesson 1 Introduction

First please read the entire Gospel of John in your Bible
before starting your lessons.

Reasons for the Gospel of John

In every generation the Christian in the pulpit and in the pew has had
need of a clear view of the Gospel, which is “the power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth” (Romans 1:16). It is of utmost importance that
the Gospel proclaimed and believed be the “good news” from God, under-
pinned by His authority, and therefore based on His Word. For this reason I
have prepared this brief study.

I have chosen the Gospel of John because it was expressly written by the
“beloved” disciple of Jesus Christ to bring men to faith in Jesus Christ
(20:30-31). Throughout this Gospel our attention is constantly focused on
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Jesus Christ. We read of His signs and His solemn words to men. The Gospel
contains an authentic account of an eyewitness who records what he saw
and heard, and who, as an Apostle, wrote an authoritative interpretation of
the works and words of Jesus Christ under the guidance of the Holy Spirit
(14:25, 26; 15:26, 27; 16:13-15; 20:30, 31; 21:24).

Another reason for choosing this Gospel is that I have suggested to spir-
itually concerned men, women, boys and girls that they begin their study of
the Bible here. The churches that I pastored for over twenty-one years gave
out Gospels of John as means of literature evangelism. I have also observed
that this has been the practice of many evangelical pastors and churches.

As an evangelical Christian, one who believes and proclaims the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, I am concerned that what I believe and preach be the same
“good news” that Jesus preached, and that He commissioned His Apostles
and the church through all time to preach (see Matthew 28:18-20; Luke
24:44-49; the Book of Acts). Those who are evangelical Christians are divid-
ed today concerning certain features of the Gospel. Whether they will admit
it or not, they are either Calvinists or Arminians.

Two Issues in Church History
Two basic issues are at stake in the viewpoint one takes.

1). The first has to do with man: Since the fall of man, what can man
do toward his own salvation? It is not a question of man’s responsibility, for
both Calvinists and Arminians hold all fallen men accountable to God, and
both call on all men “to repent and believe the Gospel” (Mark 1:15, Acts
17:31; 20:21).

2). The second issue has to do with God and what kind of salvation He
sets before men: Is what God offers an acfual salvation or a possible salva-
tion?

These are issues which have been raised in the church repeatedly. They
were first brought to a head in the controversy between Augustine and Pela-
gius in the late fourth and early fifth centuries. Through the Middle Ages
they were discussed and argued by medieval theologians. In the sixteenth
century Luther defended the Augustinian position against Erasmus. John
Calvin entered the controversy in opposition to the church of Rome and the
semi-Pelagians of his day. Again, in the seventeenth century these questions
were debated at the Synod of Dort (AD 1618-19). At this Synod, a group of
men who were followers of Jacobus Arminius (died 1609) presented a “re-
monstrance,” or protest, against the Augustinian-Calvinistic understanding
of the Gospel. The response of the Synod in regard to these two issues was to
uphold as biblical truth the teachings of Augustine and Calvin, and to reject
that of Arminius. The Synod’s response may be briefly summarized by the
word “TULIP.”



T.U.L.L.P.

TULIP is, in the first place, a mnemonic (an aid to the memory), and, in
the second place, an acronym (each letter standing for an important teach-
ing of Scripture) that presents the Synod’s view of the two issues at stake. It
will be admitted that each of the five teachings of Scripture represented by
TULIP may be defined more precisely by the use of other words, but the ac-
ronym does serve a great purpose in helping to define the issues at stake.
These five teachings constitute the “Doctrines of Grace.”

A brief glance at the word TULIP, noting what each letter represents
and the opposing point of view, will be helpful in this study.

T—TOTAL DEPRAVITY
Man (by and after the fall) is totally depraved, or corrupt; he is unable to
do anything toward his own salvation.

The opposing view is that since man is accountable before God to repent
and believe the Gospel, he must therefore be able to do so.

U—UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION

God from all eternity did unconditionally elect to salvation certain ones
out of the mass of sinful men. He did this not because He foresaw that they
should believe the Gospel when offered to them, but because of His own love
and purpose to glorify Himself in the salvation of those whom He chose
freely and unconditionally.

The opposing view is that God’s election is conditional, that He foresaw
that certain men would believe the Gospel and, on that basis, he chose them
to be the heirs of life eternal.

L—LIMITED ATONEMENT

Christ, in the sacrifice of Himself on the cross, bore the sins of those
whom God had elected unconditionally to eternal life and thus actually se-
cured the salvation of those for whom He died. His atonement is thus
limited to them.

The other view is that Christ sacrificed Himself for each and every man
to make salvation possible for them by removing every obstacle in the way of
man’s being a recipient of eternal life if he believes in Christ.

I—IRRESISTIBLE GRACE

God’s grace is irresistible in the elect (those for whom Christ died), and
God’s purpose of election and the benefits of Christ’s saving work will be
effectively applied to them by the Holy Spirit so they will be regenerated and
believe the Gospel.

The opposing view is that God’s grace is resistible by all and that its re-
ception is based not only on the work of the Holy Spirit but the cooperation
of man in receiving God’s grace in faith.



P—PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS

Those whom God has chosen, for whom Christ died, who have been re-
generated by the Holy Spirit, will be preserved by God’s power and will
persevere in faith unto the end and be saved.

The other view is that the man who truly believes the Gospel may at
some or any point leave off believing in Christ and therefore lose eternal life
and perish eternally.

As we now approach the Gospel of John, there are two things accepted
without question by everyone who believes that the Bible—in whole and all
of its parts—is God’s infallible, authoritative Word.

The first is that the eternal Son of God, the Logos, our Lord Jesus
Christ, because He is God, has exhaustive and accurate knowledge of God.
He has communicated to us in the Bible a knowledge of God that is suffi-

cient for our understanding of Him and the way of His salvation (see John
1:1-5, 9-18; and 14:25, 26; 15:26, 27; 16:13-15).

The second is that the Lord Jesus Christ has both extensive and inten-
sive knowledge of men, which He has also communicated to us in the Bible
(see John 2:24, 25; 5:33-42; 6:15, 64, 70, 71).

Study Questions — Lesson 1: Introduction

Before answering the questions, please read the preceding text.

Chapter 1 gives a brief introduction and some background material for our
study. Please remember that our study is concerned with understanding and
applying the Bible’s teaching on the main points concerned with the doctrine
of salvation (or “soteriology”). The framework for our study dates back to a
time in church history when there was a controversy over the Bible’s teaching
on the nature of salvation, and what was hammered out at that time is what we
commonly call the “Doctrines of Grace” or the “Five Points of Calvinism.”
This was merely a restatement of some of the biblical perspectives which the
reformer John Calvin had clearly laid down many years before. This study is a
look in detail at the Gospel of John in order to see how these doctrines are
spelled out in God’s holy Word.

1. Please read the entire Gospel of John before beginning this course.
Please indicate the date when you have completed it.

Reasons for John
2.  What does every generation need in the pulpit and in the pew?

3. According to Romans 1:16, what is the Gospel?



Two issues in church history

4. What two basic issues are at stake with respect to the Calvinistic or Ar-
minian viewpoints?

5. Who are some of the main personalities in the prior history of the
Christian church who debated the Calvinistic and the Arminian po-
sitions?

T.U.L.L.P.
6. a. Whatis “TULIP?”

b. Where did the name come from?
c.  What is another name for “TULIP?”

7.  What does each letter of “TULIP” stand for? Please give a brief descrip-
tion of what each point means, and also please give the opposing
point of view for each point.

8.  What are the two things about Jesus Christ’s knowledge which are ac-
cepted “by everyone who believes the Bible?”

Making It Personal

9. How concerned are you personally to know and believe the truth as it is
revealed in the Word of God?

10. a. Asa Christian, what should be your attitude toward another Chris-
tian who does not share your point of view on a particular aspect of
truth found in the Bible?

b. What is your attitude toward others in this regard?

Lesson 2 “Total Depravity”

The critical issue is Total Depravity. There are many who would profess
that they hold to this point (and the final point, the Perseverance of the
Saints), but who in reality do not. Upon discussion of this subject, they hold
that in some way the will of man, though impaired by the fall, can at least
cooperate with the grace of God and must do so if one is to receive the gift of
eternal life. However, when one studies carefully John’s Gospel, I am con-
vinced of the truth that apart from the new birth, man will not and cannot
receive Christ. The teachings on man’s condition will be considered under
two heads: first, the diagnosis of man’s condition, and second, the prognosis
of man’s condition as conducted by the Great Physician Himself and His
beloved student, John.



The Diagnosis

1. Man’s spiritual knowledge

In the prologue of the Gospel (1:1-18), we are confronted with man’s
condition after the fall (v. 5): “And the light shineth in darkness; and the
darkness comprehended it not.” This is the condition of spiritual blindness:
it cannot comprehend light. Jesus later told Nicodemus that “Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (3:3). In the miracle of
the man born blind (Ch. 9), Jesus used the occasion to point out that this is
the tragic spiritual condition of man, especially if one thinks that he can see
(9:39-41). Again, it is only those who follow Him (and to follow someone
implies the ability to see) who do not walk in darkness (8:12). Man is blind
and lives in darkness (12:35, 40).

However, not only is man spiritually blind, he is spiritually deaf. Jesus
again states that though the Father has borne witness of Him through the
works He has performed, “Ye have neither heard His voice at any time...and
ye have not His word abiding in you” (5:36-38). There is, therefore, an ina-
bility on man’s part to receive not only the witness of the Father, but also
the witness of the Son (3:11), or even the witness of Jesus’ forerunner, John
the Baptist (see 1:6-8, 15, 19-36; 5:33-36; 8:27-36). They rejoiced in John’s
light but not in Him to whom John bore witness, that is, they did not hear
John in that important matter which was the whole purpose of his ministry
(1:6-8). Jesus gave the reason for man’s lack of understanding of what He
was saying: “...because ye cannot hear My word” [i.e., what I am saying]
(8:43). When men cannot hear His word, it will not find a place in them
(8:37).

Finally, man is ignorant concerning spiritual things. This truth con-
fronts us in Chapter 1 of the Gospel of John. In verse 5, man did not
“comprehend” the Light; in verse 10, they did not “know” the Light; in verse
11, they did not “receive” Him, and even after John the Baptist introduced
Him (v. 26), they still did not know Him. In His conversation with the wom-
an at the well, Jesus emphasized fallen man’s spiritual ignorance in two
matters: (1) that God has a gracious gift that man needs, and (2) that He
(the Christ) is the giver of that gift (4:10-26).

He found this ignorance not only in the Samaritans but also in Nicode-
mus, the teacher in Israel (3:10), the multitudes of the Jews (7:41, 52; 10:20-
24; 12:40), the Pharisees (8:19), those who professed to believe in Him (8:31-
32, 43, 55), the custodians of the synagogues (9:16, 29-34), and even in His
own disciples (13:6-9). He states that the opposition and persecution which
His followers would experience by unbelievers is “because they have not
known the Father or Me” (16:1-3). Man by and after the fall has a spiritual
IQ of 0.00000. He is blind, deaf and ignorant of God, His Christ, and His
Word (17:25).



2. Man’s spiritual affections

Man’s affections are manifested in what he loves and what he hates, in
what “turns him on” and “turns him off,” in what “makes him tick” and
“ticks him off.”

Man naturally has an antipathy to God, Christ, the True Light, His
Word, and His people. John points out this antipathy in Chapter 1 where he
writes, “He [the Word (v. 1), the Life (v. 4), the Light (vv. 4-5, 9)] came unto
His own [the Jews], and His own received Him not” (v. 11). This summarizes
the attitude of the Jews throughout this Gospel. Despite their privileged
status as descendants of Abraham in the flesh (8:33, 39) and the possession
of the Word of God in the Scriptures (5:39), when Christ Jesus arrived in
history among them, they rejected Him. Because of man’s condition as an
evildoer, he is not merely indifferent to the Light, but he also does not come
to the Light—and even hates the Light—because it exposes his evil deeds
(3:20). This includes an aversion for true life (5:40). When man is pressed on
spiritual matters, he dishonors the Son (8:48, 49). Man’s spiritual antipathy
was displayed in the days of His flesh in their desire and plan to put Him to
death (7:19, 25, 32; 8:59; 10:31; 11:50-53; 12:10).

On the positive side, man has a natural attraction for and adherence to
evil. He hates the Light and loves darkness (3:19). Darkness is the atmos-
phere in which he lives and moves and has his being. Because the “ruler of
this world” is his “father,” his will and example are dominant in his life. That
is why he is a liar and a murderer (8:44; 12:31; 14:30). The rule of his life is
not the will and approval of God, but the applause of his fellow bond-slaves
to sin and Satan (7:13; 9:22; 12:42, 43; 19:38).

Jesus also taught that man is addicted or enslaved in a threefold man-
ner. First of all, he is enslaved by sin: “Verily, verily, I say unto you,
Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin” (8:34). The practice of sin is
the evidence of slavery to sin. Second, this addiction to sin is evidence of an
enslavement to Satan: “Ye do the deeds of your father”...who was, not as
they supposed Abraham (8:39-41), but “the devil” (8:44). Third, He taught
that man is also addicted to himself, and because of the dominion of sin and
Satan, is deluded in thinking he is saving his life while he is actually losing
it (John 12:25).

Judas Iscariot serves as an example of such addiction to self (12:4-6).
His love of his own life and desire for material possessions was his god, and
this became the occasion for the betrayal of Jesus (13:2). He became the
instrument of Satan (13:26, 27) and led the authorities to arrest Jesus at the
place where He resorted to pray (18:1-3, 5). We learn from the notes on Ju-
das’ character, that the man who serves himself and his own interest has a
most terrible god, a god that destroys him.



3. Man’s spiritual volitions

This is the critical point within the critical point. It is important to rec-
ognize that man makes his decisions freely—but on the basis of his interest
(sin, self, and Satan) and his affections, which are opposed to God, His
Christ, and His Word. His decisions, then, though freely arrived at, can only
be wrong.

Jesus taught that man is plagued by a twofold inability.

First, man cannot come to Him for life. He stated, “No man can come to
Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him” (6:44). Again he says,
“Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto Me, except it were
given unto Him of My Father” (6:65). The ability to come to Christ for eter-
nal life has two aspects: (1) an inner alluring or “drawing” by the Father to
the Son, and (2) the gift or “grant” of the Father of the ability to come to
Christ. He taught also that those who come to Him have been given to Him
by the Father (6:37).

Second, Jesus stated that unregenerate man is unable to believe in Him.
To Nicodemus he said, “If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not,
how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things?” (3:12). In His discourse
on the Bread of Life, He connected believing on Him with coming to Him
(6:64, 65). This connection indicates that to come to Christ is to believe in
Christ. In the same discourse He declares that only those who “eat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink His blood” have life in themselves (6:53-58).
This is a vivid way of showing the absolute dependence of man on the person
and work of Christ for eternal life. As a result of this “hard [difficult] saying”
(6:60), “many of His disciples went back, and walked with Him no more”
(6:66 cf. 8:30, 31). In His teaching on the Good Shepherd and His sheep, He
gave the reason for the unbelief of the Jews as not being His sheep: “My
sheep,” He said, “hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me”
(10:26, 27).

John comments on the obstinate unbelief of the multitude (12:37) as
the fulfillment of two of Isaiah’s prophecies. In 12:38 he quotes Isaiah 53:1:
“Lord, who has believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord
been revealed?” In the next verses he writes, “They could not believe” (i.e.,
there was an inability to do so), for as Isaiah said again, “He hath blinded
their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their
eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal
them” (12:39, 40; Isaiah 6:10). Jesus Himself refers to this failure to come to
Him as the opposition of the will acting freely: “And ye will not come to Me,
that ye might have life” (5:40).

Man, in his inner spiritual life before God, in order “to receive,” “believe
on,” or “come to” Christ, stands in need of a new birth (John 1:13; 3:3, 5, 7).
His darkened eyes need to be opened and enlightened to know the truth. His
wayward affections need to be turned that he might love the light and hate
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darkness. His obstinate will must be enabled by a powerful work of God so
he might “believe on,” “come to,” and “follow” Christ.

4. Man’s activity before God

The Gospel of John teaches very clearly that the expression of man’s
condition before God is seen in his actions. Jesus taught “that men loved
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For every one that
doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should
be reproved [exposed]” (3:19, 20). In verse 19 the word translated “evil” indi-
cates an active evil, one that is “pernicious” or “destructive.” In verse 20 the
word “evil” indicates the “worthlessness” of those deeds, their “good-for-
nothingness” before God. The first word (v. 19) may be used to describe the
root of such a one whose inner life is described in items 1-3 above. The sec-
ond word refers to the fruit that is produced from such a root: it is under
God’s judgment (3:18).

The life of man stands under God’s judgment because of a lack of faith
and obedience (3:18, 36). Believing in Christ is evidenced in obeying Him.
Lack of faith (the root) produces disobedience (the fruit). Jesus taught that
the motive of those who obey Him is to express their love toward Him
(14:15, 21, 23). He goes on to state, “He that loveth Me not keepeth not My
sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father’s which
sent Me” (14:24; 15:23-26). And, as the aim of obedience to Christ is to hon-
or Him and the Father who sent Him, so disobedience to Him is to dishonor
Him and the Father (5:23 cf. vv. 39-47). Man’s actions are thus judged good
or evil not only on the basis of the root from which they spring (the inner
life of fallen man) and the worthlessness of the fruit, but also from the mo-
tive, which is hatred of God and His Son, and the aim, which is to dishonor
God and His Son.

5. Man’s condition before God

The only logical conclusion that one can properly come to on the basis
of the preceding facts is that man is spiritually dead. However, we are not
left to draw our own conclusions in this matter. The Gospel of John asserts
this plainly.

First, Jesus taught that man has no life in himself (6:53). All of His
teachings, which require a “new birth” by the Spirit, a “coming to Him,” an
“eating of His flesh,” a “drinking of His blood,” and a “believing on Him” for
eternal life, imply this as well (e.g., John 3:1-11; 5:40; 6:53-58; 20:30, 31).
His statements that He alone is the Life and that He alone gives life, require

us to believe that apart from Him and His gift man has no spiritual life be-
fore God (John 10:27, 28; 11:25, 26; 14:6).

Second, He taught that the unconverted man’s condition is one of pre-
sent spiritual death. He says that the one who “heareth My word, and
believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life” (5:24). He then speaks of
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the present time (“and now is”) “when the dead shall hear the voice of the
Son of God: and they that hear shall live” (5:25). A careful examination of
the setting of this passage shows that here Jesus refers to the spiritually
dead. He refers to the physically dead as those who are “in the graves” (vers-
es 28 and 29).

Spiritually, all men are like Lazarus (when Jesus came to his tomb and
ordered the stone removed), having the stench of death about them, “bound
hand and foot with grave-clothes: and his face was bound about with a nap-
kin” (11:38-44). And as it was only the life-giving voice of the Son of God
saying “Lazarus, come forth” (v. 43) that brought him from the cave tomb
(v. 44), so only the same voice speaking today to men spiritually dead, calls
them forth to spiritual and eternal life. For man is spiritually dead.

The Prognosis

The Diagnostician also gives the authoritative prognosis for man. Man,
if he remains in and under the condition of spiritual death in this life, will
have certain consequences to face in the period after death, at the resurrec-
tion of judgment (5:29). It should be noted that man, though unable to do
that which pleases God, is still responsible to please Him, and is without
excuse before Him (1:5; 7:28; 9:40, 41; 10:37-39; 15:22-25).

There are three consequences under which man labors.

1). Man is destined to perish eternally

Jesus told Nicodemus that only those who are believers will “not perish”
and have eternal life. All non-believers will therefore “perish” eternally
(3:16). He pointed out to those in the Temple (John 8:12-59) that those who
were not believing and following Him would die in their sin (8:21, 24). They
would be cast out forever (6:37; see also 8:35, 10:28).

2). Man is living under the wrath of God

John the Baptist declared to his disciples that their faith was to be
placed in “the Bridegroom” (3:27-30), “the Son” in whose hand the Father
has given all things (3:31-35). He then contrasted the situation of those who
trust the Son and those who disobey Him. The believing one has eternal life,
but the disobedient one has the wrath of God abiding or remaining on him

(3:36).

3). Man is condemned already

Jesus taught that He was not sent “into the world to condemn the
world”; there was no need for this, because he that does not believe on Him
has been judged already (3:17, 18). This judgment will be publicly declared
at the last day when they that have done evil will come forth to a resurrec-
tion of judgment (5:28, 29).

Terrible is the expectation that awaits unbelievers, according to the
Gospel of John. Man who is wrapped in the grave-clothes of spiritual death is
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perishing eternally, already under God’s wrath and judgment. For him death
will not bring life in its fullness, but judgment to its uttermost extent, or
what can only be described as eternal death. This is the prognosis set forth
by the Great Physician.

Study Questions — Lesson 2: Total Depravity

Before answering the questions, please read the preceding text.

When we speak of “Total Depravity,” we are speaking about the condition of
every man as a sinner by nature and as a sinner by practice. This truth shows
us the great need which every man has, without exception, for the grace of
God in salvation.

1. When studying the Doctrines of Grace, the author states that the criti-
cal issue is the doctrine of Total Depravity. What view do most
people erroneously hold regarding the “will of man?”

2. When one carefully studies John’s Gospel, there should be the convic-
tion that man will not and cannot receive Christ—apart from what?

Man’s spiritual knowledge (1)
3.  What is meant by man’s being “spiritually blind?”

4. Please explain briefly what is meant by the other two conditions of
man’s lack of spiritual knowledge:
a. Spiritually deaf?
b. Spiritually ignorant?

Man’s spiritual affections (2)

5. Man is described as having a natural antipathy (hatred) to five things.
What are these five things?

6. “Because of man’s condition as an evildoer, he is not merely indifferent
to the light, he does not come to the light and Aafes the light.” Why
is this true?

This is a key aspect to the truths being presented. Do you see how it
is true for you? Do you like to have to reveal your secret sins?
Wouldn’t you rather just leave them be, so you can go on doing what
you want? Do you see how this shows your true affections?

7. a. On the positive side, to what does man have a natural atfraction?
b. Making It Personal: Has this been generally true in your own life?

8. What is the threefold addiction or enslavement which every man experi-
ences?
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Man’s spiritual volitions (3)
9. What is meant by “spiritual volition?”

10. “Jesus taught that man is plagued by a twofold inability.” What is this
twofold inability?

11. What are the things which man “stands in need of” in order to “receive,
believe on, or come to” Christ for eternal life?

Man’s activity before God (4)
12. From the Scriptures given, how does the Bible indicate that man’s ac-

tivities before God are evil? (Mention some specific references and
key thoughts.)

What is the evidence of believing in Christ?

Why is this true?

c. Making It Personal: Is obedience as a fruit of believing in Christ
true in your own life? If so, how?

13.

oy

Man’s condition before God (5)

14. What is “the only logical conclusion” regarding man’s spiritual condi-
tion before God?

15. What are the two assertions (truthful statements) which Jesus made
about every person being in a state of spiritual death?

The Prognosis

16. Having given a diagnosis of man’s spiritual condition by nature, the
author proceeds to give a prognosis (the results of the diagnosis).
Man, if he remains in and under the condition of spiritual death in
this life, will have three consequences to face when he dies and ap-
pears before the throne of God’s judgment. What are these three
certain consequences?

Making It Personal

17. The text lists many Scriptures as references for the truths being pre-
sented. It is very important that you open the Scriptures yourself,
like the Bereans, who “searched the Scriptures daily, whether those
things were so” (Acts 17: 10-11). Therefore, please take the time to
look up the key references, especially when there are points being
made with which you either do not agree or are unfamiliar.

a. For the truths presented in this lesson, with which you either do
not agree or are unfamiliar, have you read out of your own Bible all
of the Scripture verses mentioned?

b. Which one was most helpful to you? Why?

18. Having studied the doctrine of “Total Depravity,” please answer the fol-
lowing practical application questions in your own words.
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b.

In light of your understanding of “Total Depravity,” how should you
view and act (i.e. your attitude and actions) toward those who do
not profess to be Christians?

How is a spiritually dead person to obtain spiritual life?

19. The Scripture passages below relate to the theme of Lesson 2: “Total

© oo T

Depravity.” Please write the Scripture reference, and give the key
point of each, i.e., the meaning of the key phrase in your own word-
s. When giving the meaning, make sure you explain only those
parts of the passage which relate to the lesson’s theme: “Total De-
pravity.”

Do not merely copy the verse, but use your own words to tell what
the key phrase says about Total Depravity.

John 1:1-5
John 3:18-21
John 3:27
John 5:39-42
John 8:34

Note: By “key point”” we mean the meaning behind the words. Please
do not simply quote the verse. Rather...

1) read the verse several times slowly and meditatively,
2) think over what it means—what is the overall point being made,

3) pick out the key phrase as it relates to the theme of this chapter
(i.e., in this case, Total Depravity),

4) put what you think is the basic meaning of this phrase into your
own words, and

5) write this key point on your answer sheet.

Lesson 3 “Unconditional Election”

Our attention is now focused on God—God who so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, the Beloved One, who from all eternity “is in
the bosom of the Father” (1:18; 3:16; 17:24). This love toward man is amaz-
ing in the light of man’s character and condition as in the previous chapter.
There is nothing in, about, or for man that is lovable. He is not only totally
corrupt and displeasing in God’s sight, he is also totally incapable of doing
anything to alter his condition or character before Him.
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God has, however, of His own sovereign and free will, set His everlasting
love on a particular number of fallen men to eternal life. There are four cat-
egories of statements made in the Gospel of John that teach this truth.

1. God has chosen certain ones to be His own

God, the holy and righteous Father, has chosen certain ones to be His
own. This truth is set forth clearly by Jesus in His prayer recorded in Chap-
ter 17 of John. Jesus states that those men that the Father had given Him,
were first of all the Father’'s. We read “thine they were” (v. 6), “they are
thine” (v. 9), and “all [things that are] mine are thine, and thine are mine”
(v. 10). He prays “that the world may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast
loved them, as Thou hast loved Me (v. 23)...for Thou lovedst Me before the
foundation of the world” (v. 24). In other words, there are men whom the
Father, because of His own free love, chose to be His own before the founda-
tion of the world.

2. God, the Father, has given these chosen ones to His Son

Christ reminds the Father that He was given authority over all man-
kind, that to all whom He has given Him, He may give eternal life (17:2).
Again, one of the arguments that He advances for God’s keeping them in His
name (17:11) is that He had manifested His (God’s) name to “the men which
Thou gavest Me out of the world...and Thou gavest them Me; and they have
kept Thy word” (17:6). His prayer is not for the world, but for “them which
Thou hast given Me” (17:9). That Jesus was not merely thinking of the elev-
en apostles as the sum of all those given to Him, He indicates in verses 20-
24. In verse 20 we hear His words, “Neither pray I for these alone, but for
them also which shall believe on Me through their word”—the word that
the Father had given to Him, that He gave to them (see vv. 6-8). He prays
“that they may all be one” (v. 21); i.e., the apostles and “them also which
shall believe on Me through their word.” This includes the church from the
first century to this day, and as long as this age endures. He continues in
verse 24, including apostles and all believers of all time as “they also, whom
Thou hast given Me.” (See also 6:37; 10:29.)

3. The Son of God committed Himself to die for them

God the Father gave them to His Son, who had committed Himself to
die to purchase eternal life for them. As this will be dealt with more fully
under the next point, I will touch on it only briefly here. In Chapter 10, as
the Good Shepherd, Christ says, “The good shepherd giveth His life for the
sheep” (v. 11). He continues, “Therefore doth My Father love Me, because I
lay down My life, that I might take it again....I lay it down of Myself. I have
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again” (vv. 17, 18). His
death (“lay down My life”) and resurrection (“take it again”) for the sheep,
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are in accord with the Divine purpose: “This commandment have I received
of My Father” (v. 18).

Throughout this Gospel, Jesus is conscious of the will of His Father (His
commandment) that He must accomplish (4:34; 5:30, 36; 6:38; 17:4; 19:28-
30), and of His hour, filled with great suffering, that awaits Him (2:4; 7:30;
8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 16:32; 17:1). When He was in the garden and saw Judas
coming with the officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, “Jesus there-
fore, knowing all things that should come upon Him, went forth” to meet
them (18:3, 4). And, as He went, He was reaching for the cup which the Fa-
ther had given Him to drink (18:11).

4. God also gave them the means whereby it is secured to them

God the Father, who has appointed them to eternal life, has also deter-
mined to give them the means whereby it is secured to them.

a. God’s purpose for them is eternal life
In regard to eternal life as God’s purpose for His people:

1). It is a present gift and possession of those whom He has chosen (6:39, 40;
14:2, 3).

2). It includes the hope of the resurrection of life on the last day (5:24, 25,
28, 29; 6:39, 40, 44, 54).

3). It includes being with Christ—“where I am and beholding My glory” for-
ever (17:24, cf. 1:14; 17:5).

b. God provides the means for eternal life
He also appoints and gives all the means that are necessary to receive
and secure eternal life to His chosen ones:

1). He gives them the ability to come to Christ (6:37, 44, 65).

2). He gives them the ability to behold and believe on the Son (6:40;
10:26, 27). In this connection, we are to understand Jesus’ statements of
eating His flesh and drinking His blood (6:51, 53-58). It is a very concrete
way of showing what believing on Christ is—it is absolute dependence on
Him as the only source and support of spiritual life, just as for physical life
we depend on food and drink.

3). He gives them the ability to hear His voice and follow Him (8:47, cf.
46; and 10:26, 27, 29).

The Covenant of Redemption

In this section there are set forth two important theological concepts in
regard to salvation. The first involves the agreement between the Father and
the Son, or what has been termed the Covenant of Redemption. The Father
gives a people to the Son, and the Son agrees to redeem this people by His
death (see 1 and 2 above).
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This serves as the basis for the second: the Covenant of Grace, in which
the Father, as the Fount of the Godhead, and the Son, as Head and Mediator
of His people, secure the salvation of the elect, and all the means to that
salvation (see 3 and 4 above). “Salvation is of the Lord” (Jonah 2:9).

Study Questions — Lesson 3:
Unconditional Election

Before answering the questions, please read the preceding text.

The doctrine of Unconditional Election speaks of the sovereign and gracious
plan of God to save some people in Christ out of the mass of fallen humanity.
Here we shall marvel at the eternity-spanning grace and love conceived in the
heart of the Father to redeem His chosen people.

1. What is so amazing about the electing love of God toward man?

2. The sentence beginning, “God has, however...” is an excellent summary
of the doctrine of Unconditional Election. Please write this sen-
tence out.

God has chosen certain ones to be His own (1)
3. How does Jesus’ prayer in John 17 substantiate this first main point
under the doctrine of Unconditional Election?
4. a. Why and when did God choose certain people to be saved from their
sin?
b. Making It Personal: How do you respond to God personally in light
of this amazing truth?

God the Father has given these chosen ones to His Son (2)
5. What is the second main point under the doctrine of Unconditional
Election?

6. For whom does Christ pray?
(Notice the comments based on John 17:9, 20.)

Christ committed Himself to purchase eternal life for them (3)
7. What is the third main point under the doctrine of Unconditional Elec-
tion?

8. Throughout John's Gospel, what do we learn that Jesus is conscious of?

God gives His elect children the means for eternal life (4)

9. What is the fourth main point under the doctrine of Unconditional
Election?
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10. One of God’s purposes for His elect is to give them eternal life in Christ

Jesus. God also “appoints and gives all the means that are necessary
to receive and secure eternal life to His chosen ones.”

What are the three “means” (abilities) for this?

The Covenant of Redemption
11. The basis for the Covenant of Grace (the Gospel) is what has been

termed the “Covenant of Redemption.” Please explain in your own
words what is the “Covenant of Redemption.”

Making It Personal
12. The text lists many Scriptures as references for the truths being pre-

b.

sented. It is very important that you open the Scriptures yourself,
like the Bereans, who “searched the Scriptures daily, whether those
things were so” (Acts 17: 10-11). Therefore, please take the time to
look up the key references, especially when there are points being
made with which you either do not agree or are unfamiliar.

For the truths presented in this lesson, with which you either do
not agree or are unfamiliar, have you read out of your own Bible all
of the Scripture verses mentioned?

Which one stood out to you as most helpful? Why?

13. Please write down your answers to the following four questions for per-

sonal application. These questions are given in order to stimulate
your thinking and to promote your personal growth and under-
standing.

What should you do if you are not sure you are elect?

Will the non-elect be held responsible for their sin and their rejec-
tion of Christ?

If the doctrine of Unconditional Election which you have studied
could get beyond your head and burned into the very fibers of your
heart, how do you think you would live differently?

14. The Scripture passages below relate to the theme of Lesson 3: “Uncondi-

S

tional Election.” Please write the Scripture reference, and give for
each the meaning of the key phrase in your own words. When giv-
ing the meaning, make sure you explain only those parts of the
passage which relate to the lesson’s theme: “Unconditional Elec-
tion.”

John 6:37
John 17:1-2
John 17:9-12

Remember, a key point is the overall meaning of the key phrase in
your own words, not simply to write down the verse itself.
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Lesson 4 “Limited Atonement”

By “Limited Atonement” is meant that the death of Christ is intended
solely for the elect and that the effect of His atonement actually secures
their salvation. Two things are thus emphasized:

1). that redemption is particular, and
2). that redemption is accomplished for the elect of God.

There are, in the Gospel of John, two classes of passages that treat the
subject of the death of Christ. One class sets forth the death of Christ as in-
tended for a particular people. The other class sets forth His death as having
universal implications. How are we to understand them? Are they a true
antinomy that may never be harmonized, or is there a way of understanding
the passages that magnifies the wonders of Christ’s death?

1. Christ’s death is for a particular people

a. Chapter 10

The first passage that sets forth this truth is found in Chapter 10. Christ
states in verse 11, “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His
life for the sheep,” and in verse 14 these sheep are termed “His own” twice
(cf. w. 3, 4). In verse 15 He states that “I lay down My life for the sheep.”
Jesus made these statements to the Jews at the Feast of Tabernacles in the
seventh month (see 7:2). Later, at the time of the Feast of the Dedication
(Hanukkah) in the twelfth month, Jesus is again at Jerusalem (10:22, 23).
He then explained the unbelief of the Jews as being a sign that they were
“not of My sheep” (10:26). That is, they were not given to Him by the Father,
and, therefore, are not the objects of His redeeming death!

In verse 27 He gives two marks of His Sheep: they “hear My voice... and
they follow Me” (cf. v. 14). He gives them the eternal life destined for them
(vv. 28, 29) because He lays down His life for them (see vv. 11-18). Another
passage that has bearing on the subject is found in Chapter 21. Here Christ
restores and re-commissions Peter (21:15-19). Peter is to be an undershep-
herd of Christ (see 1 Peter 5:1-5) and His sheep (vv. 16, 17). Peter’s
motivation to this service is his love for Jesus Christ (vv. 15-19), the One
who laid down His life for His sheep.

b. Chapter 11

The next passage is found in chapter 11:47-53 (cf. 18:14). Jesus had just
performed His last great public miracle by raising Lazarus from the dead
(11:38-44). As a consequence, many of the friends of Mary believed on Him;
however, some went and reported this to the Pharisees (11:45, 46). The Jew-
ish religious leaders convened a council to decide on a course of action in
regard to Jesus because He had performed so many attesting miracles
(11:47). They viewed Jesus and His works as a source of public unrest that
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could cause the Romans to resort to harsh measures that would completely
crush the Jewish state and religious structure as then constituted (11:50).

Then Caiaphas, the high priest, utters a remarkable prophecy (v. 51),
though to him it was merely shrewd policy or a sharp political move. God
spoke in the words of Caiaphas as He spoke through Balaam’s ass, and
through the money-grubbing Balaam himself (see Numbers 22-24). Here
are Caiaphas’s words: “Ye know nothing at all, nor consider that it is expedi-
ent for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation
should perish not” (11:49, 50).

We learn three things:

1). This action of putting Jesus to death (11:53) has a wonderful order
about it (it is “expedient”) in the flow of history.

2). His death would bring about great good to the people, meaning the
people of God, or as interpreted by John, “the children of God...scattered
abroad” (11:52, i.e., those whom God has chosen and given to the Son out of
the world or as yet have not believed on Him—cf. 10:16; 17:20).

3). His death would be the means of preserving a part of the nation as
the people of God, “that the whole nation perish not.” John informs us that
in this sense Jesus was to “die for that nation” (v. 51). This prophecy, uttered
by Caiaphas not “of himself” or of his own initiative, sets forth the truth that
Jesus’ death was not for all indiscriminately, but for a particular group of
people—"the children of God"—both from the Jewish nation and of other
nations.

¢. Chapter 13

In Chapter 13, which records the Last Supper, we read: “Now before the
feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour was come that He
should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved His own which
were in the world, He loved them unto the end” (or literally “to the utter-
most” or “eternally”). Here we see that His death is set forth as being
motivated by His great love for “His own.” Throughout the chapter Jesus
emphasizes His lowly service to His own and indicates that there was one
among them that His service would not benefit, the one to whom He gave
the sop, Judas Iscariot, His betrayer (13:2-31). Then He sets forth this ser-
vice of love as a pattern that His disciples were to show to one another,
“That you love one another; as I have loved you” (13:34; cf. 31-33). His love
for them was demonstrated by His death for them.

d. Chapter 15

Chapter 15 contains Jesus’ discourse on His relationship with His peo-
ple. He is the true vine and the Father is the Husbandmen (or vine dresser);
His disciples are the branches that depend upon the vine for life, and are
pruned by the Father (15:1-8). Jesus again takes up the theme of His love for
His disciples in verse 9. His love for them is set forth again as an example
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and pattern for their imitation (vv. 9-12). He sets forth the greatness of His
love in verses 13 and 14: “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends. Ye are My friends, if ye do whatsoever I com-
mand you.”

Note the following:
1). His death is voluntary, a laying down of His own life.

2). His death is for those whom He counts to be His friends, i.e., a par-
ticular group of people.

3). Those for whom He laid down His life may be recognized by their
submission to His command.

e. Chapter 17

The last passage that bears on this theme of a particular redemption is
17:19 in Christ’s High Priestly prayer. He prays, “And for their sakes I sanc-
tify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.” Now the
construction of the verse is such that what Jesus does is the ground of what
will take place in the lives of His people. This is indicated by the fact that the
verb “sanctify” is active and the participle “sanctified” is passive. The word
translated “that” also indicates that what follows is either the purpose or
result of that which precedes it in the sentence. Jesus’ sanctifying Himself
indicates His entire consecration to God’s will, which culminates in His
death on the cross for the consecration of His people to God.

The context and the content of His prayer indicates the same. He had
stated, “I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I
leave the world, and go to the Father” (16:28). After He prayed (Chapter 17),
we read, “Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon Him,
went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?” (18:4). Then after Peter cut
off Malchus’s right ear (18:10), He says to Peter, “Put up thy sword into the
sheath: the cup which My Father hath given Me, shall I not drink it?”
(18:11). He is willing to accept the cup of woe, the cross.

In the prayer itself we find the somber tones of death and suffering: “Fa-
ther, the hour is come (17:1); ...I am no more in the world (v. 11) ...and now
I am come to Thee (v. 13); ...I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me,
be with Me where I am” (v. 24). These statements indicate that His consecra-
tion to His Father’s will was so absolute in His mind that He had already
died and returned to His Father, so much so that he could appeal to it as
already finished: “I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have finished the work
which Thou gavest Me to do” (17:4). His sanctifying Himself in His death,
He states, is “for their sakes,” that is, for all those whom the Father had giv-
en to Him (17:2, 6, 9, 20, 24). His death is for a particular people.
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2. Christ’s death is universal in scope

Here we will consider passages in which Christ’s death is for “the
world,” “whosoever,” and “all.” The purpose is to determine if they are in
conflict with a particular or limited atonement.

a. “the sin of the world” (1:29)

John the Baptist turned the attention of his hearers to Jesus by the
words, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world”
(1:29). The next day as John was standing with Andrew (v. 35) and an un-
named disciple, known as “the beloved” disciple (John), he exclaimed,
“Behold the Lamb of God!” (1:36). The word “Lamb,” applied to Jesus, natu-
rally recalled to the minds of his audience the Passover lamb and the
offerings of sacrifice in the temple (see 2:13, which helps fix the time of
John’s announcement as before the Passover).

The startling announcement was as follows:

1). Jesus, a man, was to die a sacrificial death that would set people free
from the bondage of sin, “the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin...”
(cf. 8:36).

2). His death was not confined to the nation of Israel but included men
in all nations “...of the world” (see again 11:50-52).

If we understand the mind-set of the Jew in the first century and their
conviction that the Messiah was exclusively theirs, then the words can be
understood in their true sense and have their proper impact in exploding
the Jews’ misunderstanding of Old Testament prophecy. So understood, the
universal extent of Jesus’ death does not exclude a particular redemption.

b. “lifted up” (3:14)

Now we will turn to Jesus’ own words that are found in 3:14-18; 8:28;
and 12:32-34. All of these passages contain a reference to Jesus’ being “lifted
up.” John tells us that this expression was used “signifying what death He
should die” (12:33). Jesus said, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up” (3:14); that is, “My
death is an absolute necessity.” He explained, “That whosoever believeth
[believes] in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” (v. 15). This tells
us that the benefit which His death secures, eternal life, is only for one
whose attitude toward Him is one of continual trust (the force of the present
participle “believes”). Jesus goes on, “For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting [eternal] life. For God sent not His Son into the
world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be
saved” (3:16, 17).

Note the following:
1). The motive of God—He “so loved the world.”
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2). The action of God—"He gave His only begotten Son,” He “sent His
Son into the world.”

3). The purpose of God—"that the world through Him (the Son) might
be saved,” “that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” “He that believeth on Him is not condemned” (v. 18).

Universal scope

We again see that the scope of God’s salvation through the death of
Christ is universal: “world” (four times, vv. 16, 17), and “whosoever” (two
times, vv. 15, 16). It is also particular, for those who benefit from Christ’s
death, the objects of God’s love, are those who are characterized by continu-
ally believing on Him (the present participle preceded by the definite article:
“he who believes” or “the one who believes,” vv. 15, 16, 18). In light of our
discussion of unconditional election (in which we saw that God gave certain
men the ability to believe or come to Christ), we find an interlocking of par-
ticular election and particular atonement in universal contexts.

In 12:32-34 we find much the same thing. There Jesus states, “And I, if I
be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me” (v. 32). This is fol-
lowed by objections from His hearers. In response to them, Jesus points out
the necessity of believing in “the light,” that they may become “the children
of light” (vv. 34-36). In verse 32 the term “all men” is qualified, so that we
have the meaning, “All men who are believing in Me receive the benefits of
My death.”

c. “Savior of the world” (4:42)

The statement of the Samaritans who were directed to Jesus Christ by
the testimony of the woman at the well is full of instruction, especially in
the light of the flow of the passage. They said to her, “Now we believe, not
because of thy saying: for we have heard Him ourselves, and know that this
is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world” (4:42). The expression “the
Savior of the world” made by them is the climax of Jesus’ dealings with the
Samaritans and their confession of faith in Him. John in placing this state-
ment last, and without either criticism or additional comment, underscores
the truthfulness of their conclusion that Jesus is “indeed the Savior of the
world.”

I will summarize what was revealed by Jesus to the Samaritans:

1). He was Messiah, the Christ (vv. 25, 26, 29).

2). He was the Giver of the water of eternal life (vv. 10, 13, 14).

3). He revealed that salvation would no longer be the exclusive privilege
of the Jews or that Jerusalem would be the only proper place to worship the
Father (vv. 21-24).

When they used the expression “the Savior of the world,” it indicated
that His salvation was not for Jews only, but Samaritans as well and by im-
plication all who would believe on Him (vv. 14, 29, 39, 41).
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Again, the truth is: His salvation is universal—"whosoever,” “the Savior
of the world” (4:14, 21-24, 42), yet particular—"whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him” (v. 14), “true worshippers shall worship the Fa-
ther in spirit and in truth” (vv. 23, 24), “the Father seeketh such [ones] to
worship Him (v. 23), “many [not all] of the Samaritans of that city believed
on Him” (v. 39), and “many more [not all] believed” (v. 41).

Having examined the statement of v. 42 in the light of the passage, the
question may be raised, “But what has this to do with Christ’s atonement?”
The answer: everything. Atonement for sin is at the very heart of the wom-
an’s statement to Jesus of the contention between the Jews and Samaritans
(vv. 19, 20). And to one in her condition, an adulteress (vv. 17, 18, 29), the
true resolution of the problem, “Where may I properly offer the proper sacri-
fices for my sins?” was no question of idle curiosity. Sacrifice for sin was
necessary, salvation from sin was needed. Sacrificial, substitutionary death
for sin, to save the sinner, looms large in this passage. The expression “Sav-
ior of the world” does have bearing then on our Gospel’s view of the
meaning of the sacrificial death of Christ.

d. “life of the world” (6:51)

The final passage that falls under our notice in this connection is 6:22-
59. Jesus is found by the multitudes whom He had fed the day before (see
6:1-21), in the synagogue in Capernaum (v. 59). John tells us that the time
was close to the Passover Feast (v. 4), when the Jews celebrated their deliv-
erance from bondage in Egypt by sacrifice (see Exodus 12). In His discourse
on the bread of life (vv. 32-59), Jesus said, “And the bread that I will give is
My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world” (v. 51). That this “giving
of His flesh” is a reference to His death (see v. 33) is made evident in verses
53-56 where He speaks of eating His flesh and drinking His blood three
times. His death, in which the flesh and blood will be separated (see 19:33-
37), is the means by which eternal life would be bestowed on men (wv. 51,
53, 54, 56-58). Faith in the death He experienced is vividly set forth under
the terms “eating” and “drinking,” and “My flesh is meat indeed, and My
blood is drink indeed.” The meaning is clear: just as men depend on food
and drink to have physical life, so must men depend on the death of Christ
to have spiritual and eternal life.

We note in this passage that the word “world” (v. 51) has the sense of
meaning not just Jews, but Gentiles also, as we read that the only ones who
derive the benefit of His death or eternal life (including resurrection from
the dead) are the ones who come to Him (vv. 35, 44, 45; cf. v. 65), believe on
Him (vv. 35, 37, 40, 47), have been given to Him by the Father (vv. 37, 38,
cf. v. 65), are drawn by the Father (v. 44), and taught by the Father (v. 45),
so they may eat (vv. 50, 51, 53, 54, 56-58) and drink (vv. 53, 54, 56) His flesh
and blood. Again we see that His death is universal and particular. By the
term “Limited Atonement,” we have set forth the universal particularism of
the benefits of Christ’s death (see also Rev. 7:9-10 for this important truth).
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Study Questions — Lesson 4: Limited Atonement

Before answering the questions, please read the preceding text.

What did Christ actually accomplish when He died a horrible death upon the
cross of Calvary? Did Christ merely make salvation possible for the whole
human race, or did He actually secure salvation for a precise number which no
man can count? The doctrine of Limited Atonement (which also may be called
“Definite Atonement” or “Particular Redemption”) seeks to answer these
questions and unfold the wonder of saving grace purchased for sinners by the
precious blood of Jesus Christ.

1. What is meant by “Limited Atonement”?

2. What two things are emphasized in the doctrine of Limited Atonement?

Christ’s death is for a particular people (1)
3. a. Chapter 10: What are the two key verses out of John 10 which sup-
port the doctrine of Limited Atonement?
b. Please write out both of these verses from your own Bible.

4. a. Chapter 11: Please write out John 11:49-52 from your own Bible.
b. Give the three main ideas drawn out of these verses which support
the doctrine of Limited Atonement.

5. a. Chapter 15: Please write out John 15:13-14 from your own Bible.
b. Give the three main ideas drawn out of these verses which support
the doctrine of Limited Atonement.

Christ’s death is universal in scope (2)
6. a. Please write out John 1:29 from your own Bible.
b. Give the two main ideas drawn out of this verse which support that
Christ’s death is universal in scope, and yet still a particular or lim-
ited atonement.

7. From John 3:14...
a. How large is “the scope of God’s salvation through the death of
Christ?”
b. What is the difference between a universal scope and a particular
effectiveness?

8.  What is the meaning of the word “world” as it is used in John 6:51, the
“life of the world?”

Making It Personal
9. a. For the truths presented in this lesson, with which you either do
not agree or are unfamiliar, have you read out of your own Bible all
of the Scripture verses mentioned?
b. Which of these verses is most helpful to you? Why?
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10. Please answer the following personal application questions regarding
the doctrine of Limited Atonement, using your own thoughts.

a. If you were speaking with someone who was not yet a Christian,
and he had expressed his struggles with coming to Christ for salva-
tion, how could you use the doctrine of Limited Atonement in that
situation?

b. As a Christian, how could the doctrine of Limited Atonement be
helpful if you were struggling with the sin which remains in your
life?

c. Inlight of the Bible’s teaching on Limited Atonement, how should
the Gospel be preached?

Lesson 5 “Irresistible Grace”

To put this article of faith in its proper perspective, let us summarize
our findings to this point. So far we have seen that out of the mass of fofally
depraved men (T), God has unconditionally chosen some to life everlasting
(U), those for whom Christ died (L). Under the present head we are con-
cerned with the application of the benefits of the atonement of Christ to
those for whom He died and those the Father had chosen. It is important to
note that what is under discussion is that God’s grace is irresistible only to
those whom the Father had chosen and for whom Christ died. It is not that
God'’s grace cannot be resisted by any (see Acts 7:51).

1. God transforms by His Spirit those that He has chosen

God, in sovereign grace, transforms by His Spirit those that He has cho-
sen out of the mass of sinful humankind and given to His Son, who bore
their sins on the cross.

a. The work of God

At the very outset of his Gospel, John points out that those who receive
Christ, the rightful children of God, those who believe on Christ’s name, do
so because of the work of God in them (1:11-13). These are begotten of God,
not because of any human privilege nor of human instrumentality. The abil-
ity to receive Him and to believe on His name is found in the gracious work
of God to make them genuine children of God (1:12, 13). God in His grace is
the source of the new birth.

This truth was set forth by Jesus in His meeting with Nicodemus. Jesus
stressed the importance of the new birth to “see” (3:3) and to “enter the
kingdom of God” (3:5). This new birth is wrought by the Spirit of God (3:5,
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6, 8). It is in consequence of this that men will look believingly on the “lifted
up” Son of man and see there that God in His love gave His only begotten
Son to give them everlasting life (3:14-16).

b. God gives the Spirit; the Spirit imparts life

God in His grace gives the Holy Spirit who imparts new life to His own.
John the Baptist, in His testimonies to the Jews, pointed out that the Son of
the Father has the Spirit without measure (3:34, 35), and that He, the Lamb
of God (1:29, 36), the Son of God (1:34), baptizes with or in the Holy Spirit
(cf. 1 Cor. 12:13). We note here that the Son baptizes men with the Holy
Spirit, who at that time gives spiritual life to them (cf. John 6:63).

One of the great comforts that Jesus Christ has given to His people is
the assurance that they will be indwelt with another like Himself: “the Spirit
of Truth,” “the Comforter,” “the Holy Spirit” (John 14:16-18, 26; 15:26). The
Holy Spirit is the gift of both the Father (14:16-26) and the Son (15:26), He
teaches life-giving truth (14:26; cf. 8:32-36) by testifying to the Son (15:26),
glorifying Him (16:13-14), and convicting of sin and righteousness and
judgment, which has reference to Christ Jesus (16:7-17), whom to know is
life eternal (John 17:3).

We notice in this gospel that Jesus Christ gives eternal life to as many as
the Father (17:1) has given Him (17:2). He gives to them the living water
that springs up into everlasting life (4:10, 14). The Son “quickeneth [gives
life to] whom He will” (5:21), even those who are spiritually dead whom He
calls to life (5:25-27). He gives it only to those to whom He speaks, who hear
His voice and who live. Again, it is only a select group whom He calls His
sheep, who know Him, hear His voice, and follow Him, for only they believe
on Him (10:26-30). To them who were given to Him by the Father, and to
them only, He gives eternal life (esp. vv. 28, 29).

c. “draw”

Jesus used the figure of being “lifted up,” a reference to His death, as be-
ing the means of drawing all that are His to Himself (12:32, 33). The word
“draw” indicates that His death will capture their attention, affections, and
incline their wills so that they would follow Him (12:35, 36). God in His
grace irresistibly draws His own to Jesus Christ.

One other occasion where Jesus used the word “draw” was in His dis-
course on the bread of life (6:22-59).

1). He taught that only those who were drawn by the Father would
come to Him and be raised on the last day (6:44).

2). These are the ones “taught by God,” those who “have heard and
learned from the Father” (6:44; cf. Isaiah 54:13).

3). He later told His disciples that the ability to come to Him for life was
a gift of the Father (6:65).
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4). Knowing this, Jesus said authoritatively, “All that the Father giveth
Me shall come to Me;” and He assures us that “him that cometh to Me I will
in no wise cast out” (6:37), and “I will raise him up at the last day” (6:39, 40,
44, 54). If a threefold cord is not easily broken, can a fourfold promise of the
Living Truth ever be repealed?

According to our Gospel, those who were chosen by the Father are re-
deemed by the Son, regenerated, enabled to believe, come to, and receive
the Son by the irresistible grace of the Triune God! Thus man who was spir-
itually dead is given spiritual life, so that he may trust, love, and obey Jesus
Christ (John 14:1, 6, 15).

2. Those whom God transforms are not inactive or passive

Those whom God transforms are not inactive or passive, as a stone or
piece of wood. They act with all of their being in a way that pleases and glo-
rifies God. We see this in the following aspects of his spiritual life.

a. In regard to his true spiritual and saving knowledge:

1). He is no longer blind, but he can and does see the kingdom of God
(John 3:3) and God the Father (1:18; 14:7-9), and has the true Light of the
world to guide him through life (1:9, 8:12).

2). He is no longer deaf, but he now hears the life-giving voice of the
Son of God (5:25; 10:3, 4, 16, 27; 18:37), “the Christ” (5:24; cf. 4:42), and
“the Word of God” (8:47). His ear is opened spiritually and hangs on every
word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.

3). He is no longer spiritually ignorant, but he has true knowledge of
God. He knows the Lamb of God (1:29, 34), His gift, the living water
(4:10,14), the Christ (4:10, 25, 26; 6:68, 69; 17:3), the Savior of the world
(4:42), the teaching (7:17), the voice of the Good Shepherd (10:3, 4, 14, 27),
the true God (17:3), the name of the Father (17:6-8) in an increasing man-
ner (17:26), and that the Father has sent the Son into the world (17:25). In
that knowledge, he knows his need and asks to have it met by God in His
Son (4:10).

b. In regard to his new spiritual affections:

1). It is Jesus’ assumption that His followers will love Him (14:15, 21,
23; cf. v. 24). In these verses He points out that this love for Him is not a
sentimental feeling but results in concrete action: “Keep My command-
ments.”

2). The renewed man’s love for Him is no longer centered in his own in-
terests, desires, and well being; as a matter of fact, he dethrones himself
(“hates his life in this world,” 12:25) and dies that he may bear much fruit
(12:24) in service to Christ as His follower (12:26).
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3). The renewed man’s affections are directed to Christ’s followers. His
followers love one another (13:34, 35; 15:12, 17). Their love for one another
is patterned on His love for them:

a). It is intelligent—recognizing there are needs to be met.

b). It is compassionate—seeing that misery and discomfort are the con-
sequence of such needs.

c). It is purposeful and desires to meet those needs at all costs. It will
involve prayers, comforting words, and actions to alleviate the need.

We see that there is a new love for the Triune God, His Word, and His
people (see 21:15-22).

c. In regard to the renewed man’s volitions:
1). The renewed man is one who is willing to do God’s will (7:17).

2). The renewed man’s desire is to abide in Christ’s love (15:9, 10).
3). The renewed man’s desire is to abide in Christ’s word (8:31).

d. In regard to the renewed man’s activity:

1). The renewed man is one who receives God’s Son (1:12, 13) out of His
fullness (1:16), favor after favor (grace for grace) to meet his need (1:16),
and receives His Words (17:8).

2). The renewed man is one who believes “on His [Christ, the Word]
Name” (1:12, 13; cf. 3:16, 36; 6:68, 69; 9:35-39; 11:45; 20:30, 31), on the One
who sent Him (17:25), Christ’s manifested glory (2:11), His word (4:41), the
words of the Father (17:8), and the words of the apostles regarding Him
(17:20).

3). The renewed man is one who enters the kingdom of God (3:3)
through the “door of the sheep,” Jesus Christ (10:7, 9).

4). The renewed man is one who comes to Christ (i.e., he arrives, 6:37,
44, 45; cf. v. 65).

5). The renewed man is one who “eats” the bread of God and the bread
of life (6:51), the flesh of the Son of Man (6:53-56), and “drinks” the blood of
Christ (6:53-56) and the water of life (4:10, 14).

6). The renewed man is one who is a disciple, or a follower of Jesus
Christ. Both of these words indicate strenuous activity (see 1:34-51, 8:31;
10:27; 13:34, 35).

7). The renewed man is one who is a doer: he practices the truth (3:21)
and does the works of God (6:27-29).

8). The renewed man is one who is a worshipper of the Triune God
(4:23, 24; 9:38; cf. 20:27, 28).

We see in the life of the renewed man, in all of his faculties and activi-
ties, a new life lived in absolute dependence on God, but lived by him.

30



Study Questions — Lesson 5: Irresistible Grace

Before answering the questions, please read the preceding text.

When we speak of “Irresistible Grace” (or “Efficacious Grace”) we are talking
about the way in which Christ’s atonement is sovereignly applied to the com-
pany of dead sinners whom God has set apart for Himself. It seeks to explain
how the elect actually come in possession of the gracious provision of a cruci-
fied Savior.

1. Aswe discuss the Bible’s teaching on Irresistible Grace, what “is im-
portant to note?”

God transforms by His Spirit those that He has chosen (1)

2. Please write out the complete first main point under the doctrine of
Irresistible Grace.

The work of God (a)
3. As John points out at the very outset of his Gospel, why do people “re-
ceive” Christ (John 1:11-13)?

4.  When Jesus set forth the truth of Irresistible Grace to Nicodemus in
John 3, what did He stress the importance of?

God gives the Spirit, the Spirit imparts life (b)
5. a. What is one of the great comforts that Jesus Christ has given to His
people?
b. Making It Personal: Please write down several ways in which you
have personally experienced this comfort in your own life, if you
have.

“Draw” (c)
6. What does the word “draw” indicate?

Those whom God transforms are not inactive (2)
7. How will men who are transformed by God act?

His true spiritual and saving knowledge (a)
8.  What are the three evidences of a renewed man’s frue spiritual and sav-
ing knowledge?

His new spiritual affections (b)
9. What are the three results of a renewed man’s new spiritual affections?

The renewed man’s volitions (c)
10. What are the three results of a renewed man’s volitions?
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The renewed man’s activity (d)
11. What are the eight results of a renewed man’s actwity?

Making It Personal
12. a. From your answers to questions 8-11, do you see how the man who
is truly renewed (saved) by God will give evidence of God’s work in
his changed life?
b. If you are saved, list a few of the results mentioned in the answers
to questions 8-11 which are demonstrated in your own life, which
you consider to be the most important.

13. a. For the truths presented in this lesson, with which you either do
not agree or are unfamiliar, have you read out of your own Bible all
of the Scripture verses mentioned (like the Bereans)?

b. Which one has been most helpful to you? Why?

14. How should your understanding of Irresistible Grace influence the ways
in which you pray for your unsaved friends and relatives?

15. The Scripture passages below relate to the theme of Lesson 5: “Irresisti-
ble Grace.” Please write the Scripture reference, and give for each
the meaning of the key phrase in your own words. When giving the
meaning, make sure you explain only the part of the passage which
relates to the lesson’s theme: “Irresistible Grace.”

a. John 1:12-13.
b. John 3:3-8.

c. John 5:24-25.
d. John 6:44, 65.

Lesson 6 “Perseverance of the
Saints”

We now arrive at the last letter in our acronym TULIP. The P stands for
the Perseverance of the Saints. It states that those whom God has chosen,
Christ has died for, and the Spirit has effectually called, will persevere in
faith unto the end (either death or the second coming of Christ) and experi-
ence the fullness of the blessing of life as they behold the glory of Christ
forever. Now “eternal life” has many aspects. It is a present possession and a
promise to be more fully realized in the future. It is qualitative, i.e., life of a
different kind than man has naturally, and it is quantitative—i.e., it is a life
that begins now, survives the grave, is manifested in the resurrection of the
body, and continues forever beholding the glory of Jesus Christ (4:14; 5:24,
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25, 28, 29; 10:9, 10; 11:25, 26; 14:1-6; 17:24). It states that those who truly
believe on Christ will persevere in faith unto the end (either death or the
second coming of Christ) and experience the fullness of the blessing of life
as they behold the glory of Christ forever.

In our Gospel it is set forth in several ways.

1. God’s people are preserved by His grace unto eternal life

a. The end the Father had in view

The perseverance of the saints is the end that the Father had in view
when He gave certain men to Christ (see Unconditional Election). Jesus
taught:

“And this is the Father’s will which hath sent Me, that of all which He
hath given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it [all that He has giv-
en Me] up again at the last day. And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that
every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting
life: and I will raise him up at the last day” (6:39, 40).

Please note that in verse 39 the saints are viewed in the sum total, “all
that He hath given Me”; therefore, “it” (the sum total) will be raised at the
last day. In verse 40 “all” are viewed individually (“every one”) with the iden-
tifying mark that in time he believes on the Son and such a one will be
raised “at the last day.”

Speaking of His sheep, Jesus said:

“And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of My hand. My Father, which gave them Me,
is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father’s
hand. I and My Father are one” (10:28-30).

Jesus plainly teaches that His sheep (1) were given to Him by His Fa-
ther, (2) are given eternal life, and (3) are held securely in the hands of the
Good Shepherd and the Father so they shall never perish!

b. One of the purposes for which Christ offered Himself
The perseverance of the saints is one of the purposes for which Christ

offered Himself on the cross (see L above.) He emphasizes this to Nicodemus
in John 3:14-16:

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the
Son of Man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish
but have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only be-
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.”

To summarize these verses, Jesus stated both negatively (“should not
perish”) and positively (“have eternal life”) that the goal of God’s loving gift
of His Son to the death of the cross is that they may experience eternal life.
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When Jesus gave His discourse on the Good Shepherd, He said, “...I am
come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundant-
ly. I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep”
(10:10, 11). He terms eternal life as “abundant life” and includes the promise
that “they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My
hand” (10:10, 28).

The purpose for which Christ died for His sheep argues very strongly for
their perseverance in faith.

c. The goal of God’s irresistible grace in drawing

The perseverance of the saints is the goal of God’s irresistible grace in
drawing them to faith in Jesus Christ. In one statement Jesus brought into
focus this truth as well as the truth of man’s total depravity (inability). He
said to those who were grumbling about His claim to have come down from
heaven, “No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me
draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day” (6:44). Previously in this
discourse He tied together unconditional election (“all that the Father
giveth Me”), irresistible grace (“shall come to Me”), and the final persever-
ance of the saints (“and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out”—
John 6:37). Indeed, all of the evidences of God’s irresistible grace—"coming
to Christ,” “believing in Christ,” “eating His flesh and drinking His blood”—
communicate eternal life (6:35, 40, 44, 47, 50, 51, 54, 57, 58). This dis-
course, which caused so much dissent and sent many of those who had
followed Him to part company with Him, brought forth Peter’s statement to
Jesus, which has echoed in the hearts of God’s people since then: “Lord, to
whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and
are sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God” (6:68, 69).
God’s irresistible grace is a pledge of the final perseverance of the saints.

d. An object for which Christ prayed

The perseverance of the saints was an object for which Christ prayed. In
His prayer in John 17, Jesus prayed for His apostles (vv. 6-19) and for all
those “which shall believe on Me through their (the apostles’) word” (v. 20).
Throughout this section (vv. 6-26), He prayed that the Father might keep
them: (1) “in Thy Name,” the great revelation of the Father in all of His awe-
inspiring, and adorable attributes, and (2) “from the evil one,” Satan and all
of his deceiving and soul-destroying power. The reason for this is given in
verse 24 as He prayed, “Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given
Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast
given Me.” He used a great argument for the fulfillment of His desire, and
pled with the Father, “For Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the
world.” What great assurance this gives to those who believe in Him, that
they shall be with Him (that is, in heaven)! His prayer is an argument for
the final perseverance of the saints.
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It will be apparent to anyone who takes the time to list all of the refer-
ences to eternal life in the Gospel, the assertion that they who have it will
never perish, and that they will be raised to life “at the last day,” would fill
many more pages if they were all catalogued and commented upon. There-
fore, I would leave that to your industry and make some closing remarks.

2. God’s people persevere by His grace unto eternal life

a. His people persevere unto eternal life in their faith

In the following references the verb or the participle are in present
tense in Greek, a tense which indicates not only time, but continuing activi-
ty. Let Me illustrate this in the case of the participle in 1:12, “...to them that
believe [who are continuously believing] on His Name.” The italicized words
are a fuller translation of “to them that believe” (cf. 3:15, 16, 18; 4:36; 5:24;
6:35, 40, 47; 11:25, 26; 14:1—“Be ye continually believing in God, and con-
tinually believing in Me,” [author’s translation, 20:31]; also the testimony of
the Samaritans in 4:42, and His disciples in 16:29-33). By way of contrast,
Jesus uses this same tense in 10:25, 26 of those who are not His sheep.

Another way that Jesus taught that His own would persevere in faith, is
that they continually come to Him (6:35, 37, 44, 45) and the Father (14:6).
This knocks in the head the modern notion that one (isolated) “walk down
the aisle” is saving!

b. His people persevere unto eternal life in discipleship

They are abiding (that is, continuing or remaining) in His word (8:31),
hearing the word (5:24) and His voice (10:27; 18:37), and keeping His com-
mandments as their expression of love to Him (14:15, 21, 23, 24; cf. 13:34,
35; 15:10-12, 14, 17; 21:15-17). They as His followers (8:12; 10:27; 12:26)
lead a holy life as they are no longer the slaves of sin (5:14; 8:11, 31-36).

c. His people persevere into eternal life in keeping and finding spiritual
substance in their pilgrimage

1). They are eating Christ, the Bread of Life (6:58); they are eating His
flesh and drinking His blood (6:54-56).

2). They are continually going to Christ for His Spirit in every time of
need ( when “thirsty,” 7:37-39, “i.e., let him keep coming to Me and let him
keep drinking”—NASB marginal reading).

3). They receive promised help in their labors through prayer (14:13-16;
16:23, 24).

d. His people persevere in works that last before God (3:21; 5:28, 29;
15:16)

So it is a truth that because God preserves them, His people persevere
in the way of faith, in discipleship, in sustaining themselves, and in good
works. Because they have received eternal life, they are living for eternity.
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Study Questions — Lesson 6:
Perseverance of the Saints

Before answering the questions, please read the preceding text.

The doctrine of the “Perseverance of the Saints” (or “Preservation of the
Saints”) is most comforting and practical to the Christian. We look at the great
salvation of the Lord in utter amazement, and then we ask, “How can | be
assured that | will be a partaker of this salvation?” Here we shall see the victo-
rious grace of God in Jesus Christ which secures our ultimate salvation, as He
“worketh in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure,” bringing to per-
fection or completion the work which He has begun in us.

1. Please state the doctrine of the Perseverance of the Saints as given at
the beginning of the text.

2.  What are the different aspects of “eternal life?”

Preserved by His grace (1)

The end the Father had in view (a)
3. What is “the end the Father had in view” when He gave certain men to
Christ?

4. “Speaking of His sheep,” Jesus speaks in such a way as to indicate that
He would keep them unto salvation.
a. Please write these verses out of your own Bible.
b. What are the three principles which these verses teach?

One of the purposes for which Christ offered Himself (b)
5. What is “one of the purposes for which Christ offered Himself’? (Please
write the Scripture reference also.)

An object for which Christ prayed (d)
6. Making It Personal:

a. Asyou look over the wonderful teaching found in John 17, where
Jesus prayed His “High Priestly Prayer” for His people, what assur-
ance should this give a true believer?

b. What assurance does this give you personally?

God’s people persevere by His grace unto eternal life (2)
In faith (a)
7. How do God’s people persevere unto eternal life in faith?

In discipleship (b)
8. Please list ways in which God’s people persevere unto eternal life in dis-
cipleship.
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In works (d)
9. What is the relationship between God preserving His people and His

people actively persevering.

Making It Personal

10. a.

11.

12.

For the truths presented in this lesson, with which you either do
not agree or are unfamiliar, have you read out of your own Bible all
of the Scripture verses mentioned (like the Bereans)?

Which of these Scripture verses have been most helpful to you?
Why?

It is a very great and wonderful thing to learn that the sovereign God of

heaven and earth will keep His people unto salvation, and that
nothing can snatch a saint out of God’s hand.

If you are a believer, please write as many practical evidences as you can

that God is preserving you personally as a Christian. In other
words, what is happening in your life that is solid proof that you
are persevering in your daily life and practices in the way of eternal
life?

The Scripture passages below relate to the theme of Lesson 6: “Perse-

ISl

verance of the Saints.” Please write the Scripture reference, and
give for each the meaning of the key phrase in your own words.
When giving the meaning, make sure you explain only those parts
of the passage which relate to the lesson’s theme: “Perseverance of
the Saints.”

John 6:39-40.
John 17:24.
John 8:31-32.

Lesson 7 Closing Remarks

The Two Questions Answered

1. “What can man do since the fall toward his own salvation?”

I believe that the question, “What can man do since the fall toward his
own salvation?” has been answered clearly: absolutely nothing, the reason
being that he is totally and incurably depraved. If man is to experience salva-
tion, God alone can initiate, provide for, and preserve man to life eternal.
(See Total Depravity.)
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2. “Is what God offers an actual or possible salvation?”

I believe that the second question has been adequately answered: “Is
what God offers an actual or possible salvation?” The salvation that God of-
fers man is an actual salvation. This salvation rests on God’s unchanging
and eternal purpose to save some men, by the sacrifice and finished work of
Christ on the cross (see 19:30), by God’s effectually drawing men to Christ,
and His purpose that they shall experience eternal life now, will be raised on
the last day, and will be with and behold Christ in glory forever (see U, L, I,
and P above).

These teachings produce three things in the Christian life

I believe that a careful study and meditation on these teachings will be
productive of three things in the Christian life:

a. Praise to the God of Salvation

When the Christian reviews the great salvation bestowed on him by the
God of Love and Grace, he will find his heart filled with adoration and won-
der that can only be expressed in prayer, praise and thanksgiving. Joseph
Addison wrote,

When all Thy mercies, O my God, My rising soul surveys,
Transported with the view, I'm lost In wonder, love, and praise.

Ten thousand thousand precious gifts My daily thanks employ;
Nor is the least a cheerful heart That tastes those gifts with joy.

Through every period of my life Thy goodness I'll pursue;
And after death, in distant worlds, The glorious theme renew.

When nature fails, and day and night Divide Thy works no more,
My ever grateful heart, O Lord, The mercies shall adore.

Through all eternity to Thee A joyful song I'll raise;
For O, eternity’s too short To utter all Thy praise.

It is no wonder that he on his death bed could exclaim, “See in what
peace a Christian can die.”

b. Humility before God

The Christian, in reviewing these mercies of God to such a one as him-
self, will find every vestige of pride and self-righteousness laid in the dust.
He will find in himself and what he has done cause for great humility before
the Lord. He will leave off all thoughts of his own goodness and merit, not
only in his sins but in his good works. He will, like David Dickinson, “leave
them in two heaps, flee from them and fly to Christ.” What is taught here
will produce a heartfelt humility.

¢. Devotion to God and His Word
These Doctrines of Grace that fill the heart with wonder, will fill the
mouth with praise, the head with knowledge, the hands with work, and set
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the feet in paths of obedience. It will increase devotion to the Triune God
and His will as revealed in the Scriptures.

1). In worship

In both private and public worship there will be a concern to approach
God in the way that His word reveals is acceptable to Him. It will bring a
wariness of novelties in worship that merely provide entertainment or ex-
citement. Coupled with this, there will be a desire to check comfortable
customs to see if they indeed meet the requirements of God’s Word. It will
cause the heart to find rest only in the God who reveals Himself in Scrip-
ture, and to Whom alone worship is due (Psa. 29:1,2).

2). In witness

Seeing that these things (TULIP) are taught in the Scriptures and espe-
cially in a book (the Gospel of John) that was written to evangelize (20:30,
31), it will cause the Christian minister and layman to set before the unbe-
lieving world “the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). There will be a
recognition that any attempts to soften the blow of these truths is an act of
unfaithfulness to God and the word by which the Holy Spirit convicts the
world “of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment” (John 16:7-11). He
knows that the truths are humbling, for he has been humbled; that they
exalt the Majesty of God, for he has seen God’s majesty herein; that they
shut the sinner up to that help that comes only from above, for he has been
rescued by help from above, by Jesus Christ, “the Savior of the world” (4:42).
In his witness the Christian will thus show his love to God in faithfulness to
His Word, and his love to his fellowman by setting forth the facts of his situ-
ation before God.

3). In works

Someone has well said, “Doctrine is grace and duty is gratitude.” The
Christian who comes to know these blessed truths will express his heartfelt
gratitude to God by all that he does. In this the work of his life will be di-
rected by the Scriptures so that whatever his vocation be, it will be guided
by certain principles that make for what the Bible calls good works. A work
is good when it: (1) aims at the glory of God (Matthew 5:16); (2) arises from
love to God (John 14:15, “If ye love Me...”); (3) conforms to the will of God
(John 14:15, “...keep My commandments”); and (4) brings benefit to men
(Matthew 5:13, 14). Thus the Christian who knows the grace of God will
strive to make his whole life a testimony to his gratitude to God.

To summarize this point: The Christian who properly receives these
teachings will be constantly seeking his Ph.D. in the school of Christ
through a life of praise, humility, and devotion before His gracious and good
God.

39



These themes of Divine grace that are set forth in John’s Gospel are in
the whole of Scripture, Old and New Testament. The whole cluster of these
truths is found in Psalm 65:3, 4—

a). “Iniquities prevail against me...”
—Total Corruption.

b). “As for our transgressions, Thou shalt purge [Mg. Lit. cover over,
atone for] them away”
—Limited Afonement.

c). “Blessed is the man whom Thou choosest...”
—Unconditional Election.

d). “And causest to approach unto thee...”
—Irresistible Grace.

e). “...that he may dwell in Thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the
goodness of Thy house, even of Thy holy temple”
—Perseverance of the Saints.

The old hymn of Philip Doddridge, with additional stanzas by Augustus
Toplady (3, 5, 6), sets forth the reverent adoration of the Christian heart in
the contemplation of these aspects of God’s grace:

Grace! ’tis a charming sound, Harmonious to the ear;
Heaven with the echo shall resound, And all the earth shall hear.

Grace first contrived the way To save rebellious man,
And all the steps that grace display Which drew the wondrous plan.

Grace first inscribed my name In God’s eternal book;
Twas grace that gave me to the Lamb, Who all my sorrows took.

Grace led my wandering feet To tread the heavenly road;
And new supplies each hour I meet While pressing on to God.

Grace taught my soul to pray And made mine eyes o’erflow;
Twas grace that kept me to this day And will not let me go.

Grace all the work shall crown Through everlasting days;
It lays in heaven the topmost stone, And well deserves the praise.

O, let Thy grace inspire My soul with strength divine!
May all my powers to Thee aspire And all my days be Thine!

Uncertain?

I would say something to those who have read these pages and are un-
certain about their present spiritual condition before God. It is a matter of
grave importance, one about which the Gospel of John was written to gdive
authoritative information (20:30, 31). Jesus has carefully diagnosed our
condition before God (see T above). He also has prescribed the remedy,
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which is a personal relationship with God through faith in Himself (14:6;
17:3).

He calls you to Himself in many ways. To the one who knows and owns
his sins, He is the “Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world”
(1:29). To the one who is perishing in his sins, He is the God-given “Serpent
lifted up in the wilderness,” who gives life to all who believe in Him (3:14-
16). To the spiritually thirsty, He gives “the water of life” freely (4:10, 14;
7:38, 39). To the one who senses his condemnation before God, His word,
heard and believed, is the passage from death unto life (5:24). To the hun-
gry, He is the Bread of God (6:33, 35). To the one groping in darkness, He is
the “Light of the World” (8:12). To the one wandering aimlessly in igno-
rance, He is the “Good Shepherd” (10:11). To the one who is fearful and
sorrowing because of death, He is the “Resurrection and the Life” (11:24,
25). To the one who is filled with doubt and uncertainty, He is “the Way, the
Truth, and the Life” (14:6). To the one who is separated from the source of
life, He is the “True Vine” who gives life to the branches (15:5).

In closing, I can only point you to Him, saying go to Him by faith, re-
membering that He has said, “The one who comes to Me I will certainly not
cast out” (6:37).

Study Questions — Lesson 7: Closing Remarks

Before answering the questions, please read the preceding text.

As we bring our study of The Doctrines of Grace in the Gospel of John to a
close, it is very important for us to grasp the practical implications of what we
have studied. Throughout this course, we have sought to bring everything
which has been taught to bear upon our daily lives as Christians. The study of
doctrine—even Biblical doctrine—purely for doctrine’s sake, is utterly use-
less. The truth of God’s Word must always have practical manifestation in our
lives. As some of the old writers used to say, “Right doctrine is always linked
to right practice.” This final chapter seeks to make practical application of
what has been taught thus far.

“What can man do since the Fall toward his own salvation?”” (1)
1. What can man do toward his own salvation?

“Is what God offers an actual or possible salvation?”” (2)
2. a. Isthe salvation which God offers an actual salvation or merely a
possible salvation?
b. Making It Personal: According to your understanding, what do you
think this means?
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These teachings produce three things in the Christian life

3. Making It Personal: How has your understanding of the Doctrines of
Grace influenced your praise to the God of Salvation?

4. Making It Personal: Please write down three ways in which your study
of the Doctrines of Grace has humbled you?

c. Devotion to God and His Word

5. How should a careful study of and meditation upon the Doctrines of
Grace influence your worship (1)?

6. Making It Personal: A proper knowledge of the Doctrines of Grace will
have a tremendous effect upon our good works (3) as Christians.
Please write down what you would like to see happen in your own
life regarding service to the Lord. (In other words, what has the
Lord revealed to you that is lacking in your own life with respect to
your good works?)

Uncertain?

7. The final paragraphs of the text give an excellent picture of the many
different ways in which the Lord Jesus reveals Himself to seeking
sinners. For example, to the one who knows and owns his sins, He
is the “Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John
1:29).

Please list as many different ways as you can in which Christ reveals
Himself to seeking sinners as found in this section.

Making It Personal
8. Please read Appendix Two.
a. In what ways does the article “God’s Will or Man’s Will” help you?
b. What do you think of Spurgeon’s illustration about the man walk-
ing through the gate in the high wall?

9. Please read Appendix Three. What most stands out to you in the article
“From Church History”?

10. Take some time to review all the lessons of this study of The Doctrines
of Grace in the Gospel of John. What new understanding have you
gained about the most Holy God, biblical truth, and changes in
your own heart through the work of the Holy Spirit?

Thank you for taking this course. May you be encouraged to continue
your studies of God’s Word. Please write for your next study now.
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Appendix 1: Detailed Course Instructions

1. Procedure for Taking the Course

a. The reading material for this course consists of the reading text printed at the
beginning of each lesson of this study guide.

b. Before beginning to read, please pray for God’s enabling to learn spiritually.

Before you begin a lesson, please read the reading text completely.

d. After reading the text, answer the related questions in this study guide. The les-
sons in this course are “open book,” which often enhances learning by removing
unnecessary pressure. In addition, some questions ask for a personal response,
where the answer will not be found in the reading material. In this case, we ask
only for your honesty and best effort.

e. The questions are designed to be carefully thought through. Several of the ques-
tions are sensitive; they have to do with your heart relationship with God. So
please do not rush or you will be defeating the purpose of the course! Answer all
of the questions as honestly as you can. The answers are confidential.

f. Do not go to the next question until you have answered the previous one.

o

2. Answer pages

Try to be concise and as clear as possible in your answers. Please write or type your
answers on regular 8.5 x 11 inch (A4 metric) paper, or on the preprinted answer
sheets if provided. Please write clearly and neatly, and if possible print.

3. Supplies
Paper, pen, and Bible are needed to complete your assignments. The King James
Version is quoted, but you may use another version if you do not have a KJV.

4. Completion of Assignments

a. If taking this course with a local coordinator, please follow their instructions.

b. If you are taking this course as individual independent study (non-graded), we
recommend that you save your answer sheets for future reference. (Please skip
the below instructions numbered 5 and 6).

5. Only if Correspondent Study

a. Four months are allotted for the completion of this course. You may be granted
an extension by contacting your course coordinator.

b. Mail your answer sheets (and not the study guide) to your course coordinator
after completing lessons 1 to 7. Your lessons will be reviewed and returned as
soon as possible, by regular mail. Please make sure you write your name, stu-
dent ID, course title, and lesson number on each answer sheet. (See sample
page 2.) Headings should be in the following format:

Your name studentID course DGJ lesson number

6. Written Feedback (only if correspondent study)

Spiritual success is not measured by high grades, but by growth in a holy life and
Christ-likeness, to God’s glory. Therefore, the prime motivation in taking this course
is to see God change our lives. There are no letter or number grades such as “A” or
“100” to be earned. The grader will offer comments or suggestions from Scripture in
response to your answers. Some answers will have no comments because the answer
is correct or is of a personal nature.
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Appendix 2: God’s Will or
Man’s Will?

This question is a classic one in the history of the church: “In the salva-
tion of an individual from the just penalty for his sin, does God choose
the man, or does the man choose God?” Both are mentioned in Scrip-
ture.

The first view is the view of the Reformation in the 1500s, where God
elects some men unto salvation and grants them saving faith by His
grace. Man’s responsibility in this view is to seek after God, and re-
spond to His calling. Thus one hears the Gospel invitation presented as
“ask God to save you,” or “turn to God if you know He is calling you.”
This view is sometimes referred to as the Doctrines of Grace, or Re-
formed doctrine, or Calvinism.

The second view emphasizes man’s responsibility to seek after God.
Thus when the Gospel is presented, one hears the emphasis on man’s
decision: “make a decision for Christ,” “invite Christ into your heart,”
“receive Christ as your personal Savior.” This view is sometimes re-
ferred to as Arminianism.

“Hyper-Calvinism”

Both views often are discussed in their extremes, like a twisting of re-
ality into something different. Thus there is “hyper-Calvinism,” which
holds that because salvation is all a work of God, there is no need for
witnessing or missions. In this extreme view, man is limited to be a
robot, with no will of his own—all is controlled by God. The emphasis
is entirely on God’s Sovereignty, and Man’s Responsibility is not con-
sidered. When most people think of Calvinism, they are in fact
thinking of “hyper-Calvinism.” (This is a critical error, and very unfair
to Calvinism and Calvinists in general.)

The dangers in this view are: 1) an emphasis on doctrinal truth to the
neglect of love, and 2) a coolness of heart toward the lost, and 3) diso-
bedience in fulfilling the Great Commission.

“Hyper-Arminianism”

There is also “hyper-Arminianism,” if you will. This extreme view
places all the emphasis on Man’s Responsibility. Jesus is presented as
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having died for all, and the only thing that remains is for each person to
choose Him as their Savior (or not). Because man makes free will
choices everyday, we assume that this choice is also entirely of our
own free will also. God’s Sovereignty is not considered, and God be-
comes a passive agent who, after finishing the work on the cross, is
waiting, observing, even begging men to “receive” Him.

The danger in this extreme view, is that salvation can be perceived by
the unsaved professing Christian as simply an end-of-life issue that
affords one a ticket to heaven vs. hell, with little or no bearing on daily
life. Salvation becomes a “fire insurance” policy. It is based on a
“what’s in it for me” attitude, and as such is entirely a selfish decision
that knows nothing of self-sacrifice. It is rooted in a legal repentance,
where the motivation is selfishly to avoid the penalty for sin, with no
hatred of sin itself, and no resulting commitment to the Savior to live to
please Him out of a motive of love.

A Solution

This dilemma arises from emphasizing one part of scriptural truth to
the neglect of other parts of scriptural truth. A solution is, of course, to
teach, believe, and follow all of scriptural truth. The fact is that God’s
Sovereignty in election and predestination is a wonderful truth taught in
the Scriptures, AND so is man’s responsibility to turn to God!

These two truths seem in opposition to one another. How do they go
together? The answer lies in this profound and simple truth: God’s
ways are higher than our ways. We will understand fully only when we
get to heaven. One helpful perspective is to realize that our “free will”
Is bound by our nature; it is influenced by what drives us; we choose
only among choices which are to our liking. Therefore, when our na-
ture is altogether selfish, we exercise choices driven by an innate desire
for self-protection and self-exaltation. These choices are inherently
offensive to our Creator, who is our Protector and the only Exalted
One.

Charles Spurgeon’s (1834-1892) explanatory illustration can be help-
ful. A man is walking down a path alongside a high wall. He comes to
a gateway in the wall with a sign overhead, which says “Enter in freely
all who choose to come in.” He decides to go in and does so. As he
passes through the wall, he notices on the other side of the gateway
another sign which says, “Welcome all who enter in: chosen by God
before the creation of the world.” Both are true according to Scripture.
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Appendix 3: From Church History

The following is exerted from Chapter 12 of A Glorious Institution: The
Church in History — Parts 3 and 4, by Stanford E. Murrell (available from
Chapel Library online or in print in North America).

Contending for the Faith

The Bible teaches that there is a faith “which was once delivered unto the
saints” (Jude 1:3). There is a body of truth which has been discerned in each
generation of believers as being non-negotiable. Cardinal doctrines of Chris-
tendom include the virgin birth, the deity of Christ, His true humanity, His
substitutionary death at Calvary, His burial, His resurrection, His ascension
into heaven, His second advent, and salvation by grace through faith alone.
These truths no person can deny and remain in the sphere of true saving faith.
These truths form the fabric of the Christian faith which clothes all those who
come to Christ.

While good Christian people might prefer different forms of Church gov-
ernment, and desire different modes of baptism, the cardinal doctrines which
are essential to salvation must be embraced, lest there be a falling away from
the truth into error, false teaching, heresy, and eternal judgment. The historic
creeds of Christendom summarize the biblical boundaries, beyond which true
evangelical Christians dare not go. Unfortunately, within the Church, “pro-
fessing Christians” have come in to break through biblical boundaries. When
one generation begins by challenging Christianity’s historic beliefs, then later
generations will go further by denying them.

Changing the Faith

One person that changed the historic beliefs of many within the Protestant
Church, was James (Jacobus) Arminius. Arminius was born in The Nether-
lands in 1560, at Oudewater near Utrecht. His father died around the time of
his birth. Then, in the early years of childhood, the Spaniards came and de-
stroyed his hometown. His family perished. Kind Dutch neighbors took
Arminius into their home and provided for his needs.

Recognized as a capable student, Arminius was enrolled as the twelfth
student at the new University of Leyden (1576). Here, for the first time on
public record, he used his Latinized name, Jacobus Arminius, instead of his
given name at birth, Jacob Harmenszoon. As expected, Arminius enjoyed aca-
demic excellence.

After completing his studies at Leyden, Arminius continued his education
at the Geneva Academy (1582), which was headed by Theodore Beza, the
successor to John Calvin. In 1588, Arminius was ordained a minister of the
Gospel. He became a pastor of the Reformed Church in Amsterdam. In 1590
Arminius married a prosperous merchant’s daughter, which gave him contact
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with the prominent members of society. As a minister, Jacobus was eloquent,
educated, and enlightened. His sermons attracted large audiences, not only for
their clear content, but for the controversy they created.

According to Arminius, the orthodox faith of the Reformation (now
commonly termed “Calvinism”) was wrong. (1) God did not extend His sav-
ing grace only to those whom He predestines to salvation, but to all men. (2)
Nor is the will of man so bound in sin that he has no ability to act for good,
but rather he is able to take a step toward God out of a spark of good within.
(3) Nor does God sovereignly choose (elect) some men for salvation, out of all
who receive the just condemnation for their sin, but rather, God has elected
those whom He has foreseen will believe. (4) Nor is man totally disabled by
sin to merit favor with God; (5) nor is he fully depraved.

By 1592 Arminius had been formally accused of Pelagianism (a fifth cen-
tury controversy which emphasized the freedom of man’s will), and of
departure from the two important reformed creeds: the Belgic Confession and
the Heidelberg Catechism. Accusations of departing from the faith would con-
tinue to follow him until his death in 1609.

During his life, Arminius had asked for a Church council to be called to
discuss afresh the concepts of predestination, election, and reprobation. Nine
years after his death, such a council was finally held.

The Synod of Dort

When the Synod of Dort met, from November 13, 1618 to May 9, 1619,
delegates from the reformed churches in The Netherlands, England, Germany,
and Switzerland attended—all who were following the teachings of the Scrip-
tures in the Protestant Reformation. The teachings of Arminius were
considered, but they were unanimously rejected and condemned. The estab-
lished reformed doctrines were affirmed in the Canons of Dort.

Those who defend Jacobus Arminius from the condemnation of the Syn-
od of Dort, make a distinction between the man and the message his followers
manifested. It is a valid point. The views of Arminius were never systemati-
cally set forth until the year following his death, when his followers issued a
declaration called The Remonstrance (1610).

It is doubtful that Arminius himself would have openly endorsed the posi-
tions that have become associated with his name. His thinking was more
subtle. His language was more cautious. The writings of Arminius are so care-
fully worded that Moses Stuart (1831) found it possible to argue that Arminius
was not an Arminian (i.e., that Arminius would not hold to the modern views
associated with his name). However, in the end, it is a valid charge that Ar-
minius had an indirect role in denying accepted Protestant biblical truths, such
as the depravity of man, the bondage of the will to sin, and the election of some
souls unto salvation from the judgment all deserve.

If Arminius was by nature a gentle man in presenting his views, and cau-
tious in his comments, then at least it is true that the implications of his
thinking inflamed, with combative religious zeal, the young ministers whom he
had trained for the ministry. Forty-five of them signed The Remonstrance,
which systematically set forth five points that came to be called Arminianism.
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And the whole church was soon caught up with theological controversy. Armin-
ius is not without historical accountability. He did plant the seed that has proven
to be a great challenge to the Church for the souls of men.

Those who continued to interpret the Scriptures according to the historic
teachings of the Reformation, formulated a response to each of the five points—
and these have come to be known as the five points of Calvinism, or the Doc-
trines of Grace. A brief summary of the direct conflict between the historic
Reformation teaching and Arminianism may be stated as follows.

Calvinism Arminianism

1. Election is unconditional. 1. Election and condemnation are conditioned
upon the foreseen faith or unbelief of
man, not upon the sovereign choice of

Almighty God.
2. The atonement is limited 2. The atonement was made
to the elect. A definite for all, but only believers
redemption was made enjoy its benefits.
for the particular
children of God.
3. Man is depraved. He has 3. Man has a “spark of goodness”
no ability to have a in him which allows him to
part in his salvation, or to see and desire God, and make
merit the merits of Christ. his own decision for God.
4. God’s grace is irresistible. 4. Grace can be resisted by man’s will
Whoever God sheds His
grace upon, will in fact
(eventually) respond.
5. The saints will persevere 5. The doctrine of the final
in the faith, being kept by perseverance of all the
the power of God. Their converted is still open
salvation is certain. to discussion. At least, Christians can

“backslide” into not only occasional sin,
but even lifestyles of habitual sin--and
still be saved on the basis of their “deci-
sion to receive Christ’.

Though Arminian theology was officially condemned at the Synod of
Dort, its influence did not go away. It was accepted by multitudes in the An-
glican Church, and by many in other denominations, including the Baptists
and the Methodists. Arminian theology continues to be widely accepted in
much of Christendom.
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